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Some Practical Reflections on 
Current Religious Thought 


By M. A. C. 


PROTESTANT SCHOOLS NOT 
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AST month a meeting was 
held in New York City of 
the heads of a number of 
large private’ schools 
conducted under the aus- 
pices of the Episcopal 
Church. Dr. Thayer, the 
venerable Head Master 

of St. Mark’s, made the statement, re- 
garding the slow growth of the small- 
Episcopalian schools: “Unless we 
help them out with money, our 
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there is no question that, irre- 
e of denominational affiliations, 
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Other speakers at this conference 
stressed the need not only of religious 
instruction, but of special schools un- 
der religious auspices. The deliber- 
ations: of the conference were report- 
eid by the secular press. As is well 
known the Episcopal church ‘is only 
of the non-Catholic denomina- 
which maintains its own schools, 
although only the Lutherans have any 
system at all comparable to that of 
the Catholic Parochial Schools. There 
are Methodist colleges, and Baptist 
gniversities, and a multitude of sec- 
sndary and preparatory schools for 
boys and girls, all of them carried on 
on the basic principle that systematic 
ing in re ligio: n and morais 
which cannot be obtained in the 
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cational system have 
nounced as hostility to the Publi 
Schools. The fact that thousands of 
non-Catholics prefer to send 
children to denominational 
schools and college 
the schools 
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private 
than to 
maintained by the state, 
has never interpreted by the 
Protestant Press as an effort on their 
part to undermirie and overthrow the 
State system of public education. 
Strange that out of the multitude of 
denominational schools in the United 
States, one group should have 
selected by the anti-Catholic 
for denunciation and 
that the Masons, many of whom send 
their own boys and girls to Episcopal! 
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their campaign 
Catholi chools 


word to <a’ 


rather 


been 


been 
element 


calumny. Odd 


should 
the 
have a 
‘atholic 


against 
and never 


about non-( de- 


- 
‘ hoo . 


nominationas 


Surely the reasor for this 
the faci the 

enroll ti 
while the othe p) 
hundreds. 
for 
Parochial! 
are 


Cant 
Catholic 
of pupils 


1] 


: 
e 1D that 


xX hools iousanas 
ivate schools enro!) 
underlying 


the 


Certainly the 
the 


schoo! 


cause campaign grainst 


that 
most 


Cannot he the, 
the 


lines 


carried on along up-to- 
at a far less 
schools. It 
that ‘atholics§ are 
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Schools the children of the , .or 
receiving an education equal, if not 
superior, to that offered the children 
of the rich in the denominational pri 
vate schools. I venture to ; that 
the real reason why the anti-C atholic 
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Now several Protestant papers are 
eprinting an article from The Prot- 
stant, in which it is claimed that The 
Literary Digest is a “tool of 
Pope” and insidiously indoctrinat- 
ing five hundred thousand schoo! chil- 
dren with Catholicism! The New 
York World, recently denounced by 
the Ku Klux Klan as a Jewish sheet, 
lt also described as a “great Rome 
serving newspaper.” 
= would think that the MacN ide 
cident, which has been given wide 
ey ity by the Associated Press, 
ild do something towards opening 
eyes of the readers of the anti- 
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vhich these agitators sieze upon any- 
ng and everything, whether ver'- 
“or not, which seems to give a 
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God’s Plan to Save Man After the Fall 
FATHER S. Well, Mr. Jackson, where did we leave off with 


ur Instructions? You, 


Il have a number going through the 


-atechism, and thev are a!l at different parts of the book. 
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country has mountain peaks which 
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In fifty vears Ecuador has had ten constitutions, 
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BOLIVIA 
Population about 3,000,000 


is named after Simon 
it secured its independence from Spain, in 1825 
mountains, some of them at high elevations, 


Bolivar, 


eastern part of the country is very thinly populated. 
backward countries of South America, while its population is of much the same 
character as that of Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru—mostly Indian and 


half-breeds. 


Bolivia lost sea coast territory at the close of the war with Chile. i: 
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the Inspiration the Bible 
the Necessity of Faith, that 
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longer claim that Protestantiam 
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America supports, among othe) 
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which are devoted to the promotion of 
bigotry. Witness the title of an ar’ 
icle recently published at Washington, 
D. ¢ “Rome Heads The American 
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_ What the Cathelie Char 
Has Done for Chri: 


By the Rev. Percy E. Wilmot, daaher 
of the First Baptist Chorch, Passaic 
N. J. March 5, 1922. 

N considering the part 
played by Catholic bodies 
in the making of present 
day Christianity, it 
well to recall certain out- 
standing facts - easily 
overlooked by Protes- 
tants. It is only fair to 

that Protestantism as such, was 

born till about the year 1500. A. 

Prior to that, the history of the 

church is largely the his- 

of the Fast and West or Greek 

Roman branches of Catholicism. 
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“Besides these historic values, they 
have contributed several very definite 
and helpful things to Christianity as 
we know it today. No other church 
has been so successful in training its 
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worship. Of course all churches eul 
tivate this same habit, but the Cath- 
olie success has been 806 grked as to. 
constitute it one of their great 
tributions to our total! Christianity. 
“During the last twenty years the | 


rate of granting divorces in America | 


has increased ten times faster than 
the growth of population during the 
same period. All Protestants honor 
our Catholic brethren for their splen- 
did insistence upon the sacredness of 
the marriage vows. 

“More than any other church, per- 
haps, the Catholic Church has empha- 
sized the idea of obedience to author- 
ity. Through all the turbulence of 
feudal warfare in Purope in the later 
middle it was doubtless a good 
thing Christian Chareh of 
built compactly te- 
by this principle 

“Making all due allowance for some 
who fall away from their vow of chas- 
tity, there still remain thousands up- 
thousands of devoted priests to 

ake this sacrifice for the sake of 
Christianity as they view it. The 
crowning joy of womanhood is to pre- 
side over a home as wife and mother. 
Yet, for the enke of Christ and His 
Church, many thousands of Catholic 
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women have denied themselves this 


joy and have entered the various sis- 
terhoods of the Church.” 

Mr. Wilmot closed by stating some 
things that Catholics and Protestants 
have in common. 

“We worship the same God,” said 
he We both believe that God sent 

wn Son to die for sinful men up- 

the cross. No Christian body has 

elled the Catholic Church in their 

istence upon that fact. Witl in end 

without all Catholic churches and in 

ios, Catholie homes are to be found 

crucifixes whieh ever call to mind 

acri fies The Catholic Church 

with all evangelical churches, 
alvation is only through Christ.” 
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tinued, finally to atheism. 
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We wonder that Judas was not afraid— 
afraid as he sits there at the table with the 
mournful eyes of JESUS fixed upon him, read- 
ing his inmost thoughts—afraid when his guilt 
is made known to Peter and John—afraid as he 
hurries through the moonlit streets to join the 
soldiers—afraid as he afterwards undoubtedly 
was when he saw the result of his perfidy. It 
was the awful boldness of sin which gave J udas 

urage to consummate his wickedness, It w: 

stubbornness of his warped and misdirec te: d 

ll which enabled him to carry through that 
éVvil which he had begun. Is there no lesson for 
us in this’ 

Another thing that you have perhaps no- 
ticed with surprise in reading the accounts of 
the Last Supper is the fact that when our Lord 
told the Apostles that one of them should betray 
Him, they all began to ask Him, “Lord, is it I?” 
(Matt. 26:21, 22). Could it be that even St. 
Peter and St. John, even St. Bartholomew, in 
whom there was no guile, had any doubt as to 
their own integrity—did they believe themselves 
to be capable of this ultimate baseness’? Perhaps. 
They were but men, weak men, upon whom the 
Paraclete had not vet come. Within a few hours 
they should all forsake Him and flee. Surely 
they loved their Lord, certainly they were 
devoted to Him heart and soul; yet they were 
men, and each knew his weakness, and tho none 
of them could imagine himself doing such a 
thing, yet each of them feared for himself. They 
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